Lee graduated from Boston University
recently with a film degree. In between his
day job teaching at Fitchburg State, he is
completing his screenplay on film, with a
30K budget, for the film festival circuit and
ultimately distribution. Many members of his
crew are fellow BU graduates whom he did
student projects with including DP Matthew
Payne and Co-Producer Nina Farouk and
Producer Joanna Jefferson,

SHORTNESS OF BREATH concerns a
couple on the lam from the law. Actor Beno
Chapman plays the main character Michael,
2 lost drifter type. Both Michael and his
girlfriend Patricia create a fantasy life
together of the glamerous criminal that has
no relation to reality. As they hole up in a
motel Patricia grows bored and returns to
the city. Michael is forced to look at himself
and make a decision to return to get her
back and face possible arrest. A quote from
the website reads: "They want excitement
and adventure and so construct an
elaborate play-world for themselves. Their
challenge is to see how far they can carry
their construct before the ‘real world'
closes in on them.”

Lee said, "The idea came from a mix of a lot
of things. | wrote about characters who
lead ordinary lives putting on masks to live
glamorous lives,” Lee said he drew
inspiration from French MNew Wave of the
'60s and American Film Noir tradition.

Lee said as a director he feels it is
important to let everyone on the crew do
their jobs. He has directed several shorts,
but finds his first feature length film
requires a lot of stamina. "It's like steering a
beat, waves throw you around a bit, you
just aim in certain directions,” he said. As a
director he said he makes sure to respect
the actors and crew and let them do good
work.

Nina Farouk praised Lee's laid back style as
a director. "He really keeps the crew
relaxed.” she said, “We have shot in some
challenging situations and he keeps the tone
on an even keel. He really trusts his crew.”

Lee's film has been on location in
Cambridge. Somerville, Quincy, and
Concord. He resides in Somerville and said
he likes the Boston area and plans to
continue to make films here. Central
Productions is the fiscal sponsor for
SHORTMESS OF BREATH.

For more information visit the website
www.roadsidepictures.com,
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