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BU graduate finishes filming
tribute to Godard’s ‘Breathless’

Shooting wraps today on
“Shortness of Breath,” the first fea-
ture from Boston University grad-
uate and Somerville resident Za-
chary Lee. The local cast and
crew has been working for the
past several weeks at indoor and
outdoor locations in Cambridge
and Somerville. There was also a
trip to the beach in Quincy and a
weekend shoot at an Acton motel,
which was selected after a long
search because it had just the right
dilapidated look, says the film’s
producer, Joanna Jefferson of
Roadside Pictures, who has
worked with Lee on 10 short films.

One of the challenges to the in-
die production was that, due to
budget constraints, shooting at lo-
cations such as convenience stores
and gas stations had to be done
while the businesses were open.
With the production on schedule
and on budget, the editing process
will now begin; the film, which
was shot on 16mm, is slated for re-
lease next fall.

“Shortness of Breath,” an hom-
age to Godard’s new wave classic
“Breathless,” stars Beno Chap-
man, Other locals working on the
film include cinematographer
Matthew Payne, art director Mike
Fleisch, coproducer Nina Farouk,
and line producer Mike Bowes.
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Somerville resident Zachary Lee’s “Shortness of Breath,” shot

on 16mm film, is entering the editing process.
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